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Avhere^ an active engagement member that is movable^ 

relative to the one of the sole of the snowboard boot or the binding to which the firstengagement "" 
member is mounted, between a first state^vvhe?ein the first engagement-member does not engage 
the second engagement member and a^sec©^ engagement member 

engages the second engagement member.tojphibit lifting of the toe area of the boot from the 



binding during riding, and^ 

wherein thelictivT engagement member is automati&ally~m^ the rider 
steppinglyut of the Wndingrfronf the second state to the first state. 



rSC (Amended) A snowbcrard-b oot adapted for u se- wi t h a biird mg"pyTmninrtiie" 
snowboard boot to a snowboard, the binding including a first engagement member, the, 
snowboard boot comprising: 
a sole; and 

a second engagement member [supported by] mounted toj he sole to releasablv engage 
the first engagement member; [,] 

wherein the first and second engagement piembers include an active engagement member 



and a compatible engagement member that is et 



:>le with the active engagement 



sole to which the active engagement^member 



member, the active engagement member b^iig rndvable, relative to the one of the binding or the 



is mounted, from a first state wherein the active 



engagement member does not xn^age the compatible engagement member to a second state 
wherein the active engageirient member engages the compatible engagement member; and 

wherein the spdond engagement member [including engagement means for releasably 
engaging the fir^engagement member, the engagement means including means for] 
automatically disengaging] disengages from the first e ngagement member in response to the 
sno^e^d-beotstepping out of eng^ment wrft^the binding. 

— 5±~t^Sended) The sm 




member [further inc 
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^51. (Amended^ The 
[means further includes means for resisting] member resists release from the first engagement 
member in response to a lifting force generated at the toe area of the snowboard^boot 




54. (Amended) A snowboard binding to mount a snowboard boot to a snowboard, the 
snowboard boot including a first engagen^entj member, the-snowboard binding comprising: 

a base; and ■ 

a second engagement member, motlntedl/) the base, that is adapted to mate with the first 
engagement member to releasably engage'^j^i^wboard boot to the binding, the second 
engagement member being an active engagement member that is movable relative to the base 
between a first state whereiivthe second engagement member does not engage the first 
engagement member and a second state wherein the second engagement member engages the 
first engagement'member to inhibit lifting of the boot from the binding during riding, and 
wherein th^actiye engagement-membe r is automaticall y_movable^in-response"to~thgridef 



steppinfout of the binding, from the second state to the first state. 





^ 74. ( A mended^ A method of interfacing a first engagement member on a sn owboard 
boot with a second engagement member-pn^snowboard binding A that is engageable wit 
first engagement member to mount the snowboard boot to a snowboard^hereinat least one of 
the first and second engagement members is an active engaggmerifmember that is moveable^ 
relative to t he one of the snowboard boot or the snpwBoard binding on which the active 




engagement member is locateff, befyeparmopep position and a closed position, the method 
comprising a step of: 

(A) stegpki^the snowboard boot out of the snowboard binding so that the active 
eng^ggment nieinber-aTrtOfnatically moves from the closed position tothelip5irp©sition 
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